In the late 1960s identity politics emerged on the political landscape and challenged prevailing ideas about social justice. These politics brought forth a new attention to social identity, an attention that continues to divide people today. While previous studies have focused on the political movements of this period, they have neglected the conceptual prehistory of this political turn. Linda Nicholson's engaging book situates this critical moment in its historical framework, analyzing the concepts and traditions of racial and gender identity that can be traced back to late eighteenth-century Europe and America. She examines how changing ideas about social identity over the last several centuries both helped and hindered successive social movements, and explores the consequences of this historical legacy for the women's and black movements of the 1960s. This insightful study will be of particular interest to students and scholars of political history, identity politics, and US history. 
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Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge It also provided me with audiences and colleagues -particularly Janet Jakobsen -who provided useful feedback on these early drafts. In 2000, I moved to Washington University in St. Louis. My colleagues in Women and Gender Studies and in the History Department have provided a stimulating and supportive environment as I continued work on it. The monthly workshop in political theory run by Andrew Rehfeld at Washington University provided me with a space to present drafts of various chapters over the years. I am grateful to participants in that workshop for all of their comments. I am also grateful to my colleagues Howard Brick, Leslie Brown, and Gerry Izenberg for some helpful reactions to various chapters.
And finally I would like to thank Alison Jaggar, Steve Seidman, and my brother Philip Nicholson for reading through many chapters, on occasion many times. Their support of this project, with that of my husband, Gil Nussbaum, kept me going as the book moved towards completion. 
